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U.S. Navy Ship Joins Joint Humanitarian Search Effort Off Vietnam Coast

Hanoi, Vietnam — The longstanding cooperation between the United States and the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam (SRV) on accounting for Americans missing from the Vietham War broadened June 11 with the
deployment of a U.S. Navy oceanographic survey ship to conduct search operations off the coast of
Vietnam.

During the 95th search mission in Vietnam, which began May 25 and is scheduled until June 24,
representatives from the U.S. Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) and the Vietnam Office for
Seeking Missing Persons (VNOSMP) boarded the USNS Bruce C. Heezen, an oceanographic survey ship,
for the humanitarian operation.

Although joint U.S.-SRV search teams have investigated and excavated underwater sites off the coast of
Vietnam using Vietnamese boats before, this will be the first time Vietnam has allowed the use of a U.S.
navy ship for underwater searches.

"The use of a U.S. Navy oceanographic survey ship on JPAC's search operations in Vietnam could
significantly expedite the discovery of underwater crash sites,” said Lt. Col. Todd Emoto, commander of
JPAC's Detachment in Hanoi. “Vietnam's cooperation in allowing the ship to operate in her waters is a big
step forward and greatly appreciated by the U.S. government and the families of those Americans still
missing."

Manned by a civilian crew, the USNS Bruce C. Heezen provides oceanographic capabilities in coastal and
deep ocean waters and is ideally suited to detect aircraft crash sites on the ocean floor. Hundreds of U.S.
aircraft and their crews are still missing in Vietnam's coastal waters; JPAC currently only has accurate
enough data to effectively search for a small percentage of these cases. The United States hopes the addition
of the ship's capabilities will increase both the speed and effectiveness of the search for underwater sites.

The United States and Vietnam have cooperated during POW/MIA accounting missions
since the 1980s, with both countries recently recognizing the 20-year anniversary of regularly scheduled
joint search operations. Humanitarian missions receive strong support from both governments, and missions



like this signify the growing U.S.-SRV bilateral relationship that has proven to be instrumental in JPAC’s
ability to accomplish its mission in achieving the fullest possible accounting of missing Americans who
were lost in past conflicts.

According to JPAC, several families from the United States are enthusiastic and feel encouraged that the
SRV is playing such a pivotal role in facilitating such humanitarian operations which could ultimately result

in bringing closure to families of missing American service members.
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THONG CAO BAO CHI:

Tau Hai quin Hoa Ky tham gia cong tac tim kiém nhan dao chung ngoai khoi Viét Nam

Ha Ndi, Viét Nam —Hoa Ky va Cong hoa Xa hcf)i’ Chu nghia Viét Nam da mo r(f)pg quy mo cua su hop tac
lau dai ve tim kiém ngudi My mat tich trong Chién tranh Viét Nam bang viéc trién khai tau khao sat dai
duong ctia Hai quan Hoa Ky vao ngay 11/6 dé thuc hi¢n cac hoat dong tim kiém ngoai khoi Viét Nam.

Trong dot tim kiém thir 95 & Viét Nam, bét dau tir ngay 25/5 va dur kién kéo dai dén ngay 24/6/2009, cic
dai dién cua BO Tur 1énh Hon hop Tim kiém POW/MIA Hoa Ky (JPAC) va Van phong Tim kiém Nguoi
mat tich Viét Nam (VNOSMP) da 1én tau khao sat dai dwong USNS Bruce Heezen tham gia hoat dong
nhan dao.

Mic du cac t6 tim kiém chung My-Viét da diéu tra va thAm chi da khai quat cac dia diém dudi nude ngoai
khot Vi¢t Nam, str dung cac thuyén cta Viét Nam, song day la lan dau tién Viét Nam cho phép str dung
mot tau Hai quan Hoa Ky (USNS) cho cong tac tim kiém dudi nudc.

“Viéc str dung mot tau khao sat dai duong ctia Hai quan Hoa Ky trong cac hoat dong tim kiém nhéan dao
cta JPAC & Viét Nam c6 thé day nhanh déng ké toc do phat hién cac dia diém may bay roi dudi nudc”,
Trung ta Todd Emoto, chi huy phan dgi cia JPAC & Ha Noi, ndi. “Su hop tac cuia Viét Nam trong viéc cho
phép con tau ndy vao lanh hai ctia minh 13 mot bude tién 16n va Chinh pha Hoa Ky ciing nhu nhimg gia
dinh ctia nhimg nguoi My con mét tich rat cam kich vé diéu d6”.

USNS Bruce Heezen, véi thuy thi doan dan s, duge thiét ké dé phuc vu céc cong tac hai duong hoc & cac
viing duyén hai va bién sau, va no hét sirc phtt hop cho viée phét hién cac dia diém may bay roi trén thém
dai duong. Hang trim mdy bay va phi cong My van thudc dién mét tich & cac ving bién duyén hai Viét
Nam, trong khi hién nay JPAC chi c6 du dit liéu chinh xac dé tim kiém hiéu qua dbi véi 1 ty 18 nho trong sO
cac truong hop do. Hoa Ky hy vong viée bd sung con tau cung voi nang lyc cta nd s€ gitp tang ca toc do
14n hiéu qué cia cong tac tim kiém céc dia diém dudi nudc.

Hoa Ky va Viét Nam d4 hop tac vé thong ké ti1 binh va nguoi mat tich trong chién ddu (POW/MIA) ké tir
nhimg nam 1980, va méi day da ky niém 20 nam thyc hién déu dan céc cude tim kiém chung. Cac hoat
dong nhén dao dugc ca hai chinh phu ung hd manh mg, va cac hoat dong nhu thé nay thé hién sur phat trién
ctia mdi quan hé song phuong Hoa Ky-Viét Nam, gop phan quan trong vao nang luc ctia JPAC dé ho hoan



thanh str ménh cta minh 13 tim kiém ddy di1 nht c6 thé duoc nhing ngudi My mét tich trong cac cude
xung dot trong qua khr.

Theo JPAC, mét s6 gia dinh & Hoa Ky thiy phén khoi va khich 1¢ 1a CHXHCN Viét Nam dang dong mot
vai tro then chot trong viée tao diu kién cho cac hoat ddng nhan dao nhur vay. Cac hoat dong d6 cuoi cung

c6 thé gitip khép lai ndi dau ctia nhing gia dinh quan nhan My mét tich.

(hét thong cao)



